Judging for Friendly Street Poets - New Poets 22 Volume
Below is the judge’s report from Span Hanna. He did not have the authors’ names when judging, and they have been inserted here afterwards [square brackets].

Span Hanna wrote:

First, I want to note that the collections submitted for judging were all admirable, and, against my expectations, varied widely in style and subject matter. After some consideration and several re-readings, I have selected the following three for publication.
Winners

Legacy [Veronica Cookson]
This very tightly knit and skilfully crafted collection depicts growing up and coming of age in a rural setting. In clear and brilliant storytelling the poet presents to us a glimpse of a world rarely seen now, a world of wood stoves, temperamental chip heaters, or the need sometimes to shoot a snake. The poem ‘A Set of Wheels’ cleverly compares a woman growing up to the acquisition and aging of a new car. However, a powerful theme throughout – strongly suggested by the title – is the influence and role of the poet's mother in this process, and, as a paean of praise to her, successfully reflects the lot of women's lives more broadly. 
Valley Fleurieu [Susan O'Brien]
These poems are observational, and as the title may suggest, nature is the primary focus of interest. The poet has successfully created vivid descriptions of yellow-tailed black cockatoos, frog choruses, flight and rain (to name a few) without resorting to cliché or forced imagery. Told simply and plainly, these tales display the world to the reader with the grace of a sensitive eye, but without the poet's shadow falling over the picture. Always a pleasure to read, the range of subjects also includes olive oil, wines, and how to make quince jelly. 

The Butterfly Defects [Rob Ferris]
The title of the collection, ambiguous depending whether one reads the final word as a noun or verb, hints at the tendency in these highly reflective poems towards a view of the world that is more impressionistic than straightforward. Brimming with strident, evocative imagery, many of these poems tend slightly towards the abstract and obscure. None, however, lapses into abstraction or obscurantism for its own sake. The poet is a disciplined writer. Each poem tells a clear story, and always makes its point, although that point might be viewed from unusual or shifting perspectives.    
Highly Commended

Several collections are worthy of mention, and were strong contenders for the top position.
· A Hapless Romantic [Nigel Ford] 
This is a very good suite of poems detailing the various stages of a relationship. An early poem here, ‘Rundle Mall 4 AM’, would be a worthy addition to any collection.
· Life Poet [Nigel Ford] 
This collection is a frank and often painful account of the ups and downs, or mistakes and corrections, of a difficult life, avoiding self-pity and stressing resilience.
· A Glimpse of Light [Claire-Louise Watson ]
This collection of mostly strong poems written in a number of conventional formats, such as sonnet, villanelle, and pantoum, too often disregarded but very effective when a poet such as this takes the trouble to work with them. 
To reiterate, each of the collections submitted had the merit to deserve careful consideration, and each had its own consistent and unique voice. I strongly urge each poet who submitted their work to continue raising that voice. 
